“‘ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the WorD 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
90.”— Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes v. 21. 
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THE YEARLY MEETING. | Quaker Such, however, appears to be 


( Continued. ) ne state of the party in the Society which 
The history of the Society of Friends. |] :as received the name of orthodox, but 
at an early period, and many of the wri- |] °° which the term (rinitarian more pro- 
tings of its members sufficiently prove || »erly applies. 
that different ofinions and views existed Having deserted the pure standard, 
among them, on the same points now in || they have rendered themselves subject 
controversy: but conformity on these |} to be carried about by every wind of doc- 
matters was not held to be essentia/at that || trine, and hence that destructive blast, 
period, and brotherly love and charity || which has swept over Christendom, and 
predominated, and suppressed those mor- || so often destroyed the blessed fruits of the 
bid feelings commonly engendered by re- Gospel, “ Peace on earth, and good will to 
ligious controversy, and which had dis- || men,” is now howling within the borders 
tracted, and divided other sects. But |! of the Society of Friends, and unity, har- 
now, when matters of oftinion are held mony, and charity are prostrated by it, 
up by many as essential, these feelings |! in many places. 
predominate over brotherly leve, and 
charity : and thus, a part of this Society, 
after exhibiting to the world, the rare, if 
not solitary example, of a body of people, 
subsisting in a religious association, in 
great unity and harmony for more than 
one hundred and fifty years, without a 
written creed, is now brought, by like 


causes, to that condition, which every || 4 disposition, in their acts, to deny them 
other sect has been thrown into. the right of private judgment, and of con- 

This Society was raised up to bear a || science, if the laws of the country per- 
living testimony to the sfirituality of the || mitted. ‘They have gone so far, as to ex- 
Christian dispensation, and to call man- || clude them, where they have had 
kind off from an outward religion, and |} er, from all offices in the church; and har- 
outward ceremonies and observances, to |] rassed them, for pretended offences with 
“The light of Christ within.’ Such || their overseers, and committees, whilst 
among them as leave this ground—such |! those of their own party have been suffer- 
as Jay great stress on the outward, and || ed to violate the discipine with impunity. 
that knowledge which comes from the |} They have attempted to lay waste the 
outward, making it essential to salvation ; religions character of Friends, by charg- 
or making salvation to turn upon the con- ing them with doctrines and opinions 
structions which we happen to put on |! which they do not hold; and they have 
what is thus derived, or the opinions |! used freely towards these, both in public 
which we may happen to form from || and in private, the most injurio:s epi- 
thence: such, we repeat, as have taken || thets; and thus defamation, and detrac- 
this ground, have deserted the standard. |} tion, have been widely extended, and the: 
and principles of the Society, and ought peace and tranquility of religious meet- 


to make no pretensions to the name of ings, and of neighbourhoods disturbed. 
Vok 


The same spirit of intolerance that 
_ has manifested itself in this party, has ac- 
companied ‘rinitarianism, more cr less, at 
every pericd since its introcuction into 
the Christian church. The members 
and leaders of it, have resorted to a 
persecuting system of measures to coerce 
Friends into their views: and have shown 


4 
t 
i 
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In this course, they have been upheld {i 
by ministers from England, who have 
greatly contributed to bring about this 
state of things, by preaching dogmatically 
the doctrines of the 7'rinity, as set forth 
in the work of J. J. Gurney, (noticed in 
this paper)—by sustaining and encour- 
aging trinitarian members, in all their 
coercive and persecuting measures ; and 
by denouncing, and threatening the others, 
in strong, and even opprobrious language, 
against which, purity of character, and a 
lite of active righteousness, have afford- 
ed no protection: and thus the fruits of . 
their labours have consisted in an infu- 


ot Friends, but from the assembly in Arch: 
street—from its orthodox spirit ; its arbi- 
trary, and exparte proceedings, and the 
threats and denunciations which abound- 
ed there—from such a Meeting, every 
mind that values peace, order, decorum, 
and the inalienable rights of conscience, 
must desire to be forever separate ! 

But this is not a separation from the 
Society of Frierds—No, neither from its 
name, nor its principles, nor its doctrines, 
(such as we understand them) nor its 
maxims, nor its salutary ciscipline, nor 
its order, nor that divine charity, which, 
soaring above and beyond mere matters 


sion and extension of these morbid feel- 
ings, which stand directly opposed tothe 
restoration, of harmony, charity, and love, 
among the members. 

Inthe late Yearly Meeting the fruits 
of this ministrv—the feelings to which it 
gave birth, contributed, with the corres- 
ponding acts of the trinitarian party, to 
produce a state of unexampled disorder, 
and seems to have brought matters to a 
crisis. 

A nunber of Friends, (estimated at 
from five to seven hundred,) from most 
of the subordinate branches, seeking re- 
lief, held several meetings at Green Street, 
during the Yearly Meeting week. Here 
a most interesting scene was displayed, 
and the very reverse of that acting at 
Arch-street. Although brought togeth- 


of opinion, and looking only at essentials, 
constitutes the cement that binds togeth- 
er the living members of the militant 


church. 


We have thus entered into somewhat 


_ of a detailed exposition of the state of the 


Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and the ob- 
| ject of the Green-street conference, as u 
_ corrective against the many errors, and 
false statements already afloat on this 
subject. The deliberations at Green- 
street, resulted in adopting the follow 
ing address : 


TO FRIENDS 


Within the compass of the Yearly Mee: 
ing held in Philadelphia. 
Dear Frienps—The members of thir 
Society of Friends have been permitted, 
in time past, to be partakers together, un- 


er at a short notice, and coming from va- 
rious parts—strangers to each other— 
without previousconcert,generally speak- 


ed, and in a cause the most momentous 
that can engage the mind of man—Yet 
here was exhibited the power of that 
voice which of old stayed the raging 


ing, as to what measures should be adopt-. | 


der the Divine blessing, of the excellent 
effects produced by the power of that 
Gospel which was professed and lived in 
by the Apostles; and which, after along 
| night of apostacy, was embraced by our 
worthy ancestors. We are prepared to 
record our full conviction that this same 
Gospel continues to be open to us, and to 
all men, and is “the power of God uuto 


winds, and smoothed the mountainous sea. 
Here was nothing but peace, tranquility, 
order, harmony, love, and condescension 
—net ajar, in short, to interrupt or dis- 
tur the solemnity of these instructing 
opportunities. 


The trinitarian part of Society has | 


salvation,” to those that believe in and 
| obey it. Its blessed fruits are love to God 
| and love to man, manifested in life and 
conduct ; andourearly Friends gave am- 
_ ple proofs of the tendency and influence of 
| the “new commandment” which Chris* 
| gave to his disciples when he said, “A 
| new commandment I give unto you, that 
' ye love one another: as I have loved you, 


pronounced this a sefiaration. It was that ye also love one another.” Through 
truly a separation, but from what?—_ an obedience to it, they became known 
From disorder; from a spirit of strife, | acting sacre’ 

ne influence and governmen y were 
and of intolerance ; from a spirit that | powerful Rec Rate in opening the door 
would lord itover the heritage of God; a of gospel libertv, and removing many of 
ceparation, not from the Yearly Meeting jj the fetters that had been formed in th 
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dark night of superstition and error that 


preceded them. Heace they were pre- | 


pared to promulgate the glorious truth, 
that GOD ALONE IS THF SOVEREIGN 
LORD OF CONSCIENCE, and that with this 
unalienable right, no power, civil or ec- 
elesiastical, should ever interfere. This 
ilessed liberty was amplv enjoyed among 
themselves, and through faithfulness— 
not to speculative opinions, but to the light 
of CHRIST within—they were thus united 
in the one eternal, unchangeable spirit, 
and by it became of one heart and one 
mind. In this truly Christian state, they 
were lights in the world, and asa city set 
ona hill which cannot be hid. Through 
their instrumentality, with the blessing 
of the Almighty upon their labours, our 
religious Society became possessed of this 


very important spiritual inheritance, and | 


we feel bound to endeavour to preserve 


| has united its members together and ena- 
bled them to manage their concerns in 
“forbearance and the love of each other.” 
But this blessed order has been infringed, 
both in the present Yearly Meeting, (pro- 
ducing unexampled disorder in some of 
its sittings) and in many of its subordinate 
branches, and has proved a truitful source 
of the difficulties that now exis:. 
It is under a solemn and deliberate view 
of the painful state of our affairs that we 
feel bound to express to you, under a set- 
tled conviction of mind, that the period 
has fully come in which we ought to look 
towards making a quiet retreat from this 
scene of confusion, and we therefore re- 
commend to you deeply to weigh the mo- 
mentous subject, and to adopt such a 
course as Truth, under solid and solemn 
deliberation, may point to, in furtherance 
of this object, that our Society may again 


it, unfettered by the hand of man, and un- 
alloyed with prescribed modes of faith, 
framed in the will and wisdom of the crea- 
ture. 

With this great object in view, our at- 
tention has been turned to the present con- 
dition of this Yearly Meeting and its dif- | 
ferent branches ; and, by evidence on eve- 


hand, we are constrained to declare, | 
that the unity of this body is interrupted | 
—that a division exists among us, develop- | 
ing in its egal or views which appear 
incompatible with each other, and teel- 
ings averse toa reconciliation. Doctrines 
held by one part of society, and which 
we believe to be sound and edifying, are | 
pronounced by the other part to be un- 
sound and spurious. From this has re-— 
salted a state of things that has proved 
destructive of peace and tranquility, and» 
in which the fruits of love and condescen- | 
sion have been blasted, and the comforts | 
and enjoyments of social intercourse 
greatly diminished. Measures have been — 
pursued which we deem oppressive, and | 
in their nature and tendency calculated to | 
undermine and destroy those benefits, to 
establish and perpetuate which should be | 
the purpose of every religious association. | 

It is only under the influence of “the | 
peaceable spirit and wisdom of Jesus,” that | 
discipline can be — administered, | 
or the affairs of the Church transacted | 
“ with decency,” and in order. ‘This bles- 
sed influence is a wall of defence on the 
right hand and on the left, protecting all, 
even the weakest of the flock ; and with- | 
in this sacred enclosure our rights and 
privileges ro aay as in the bosom of so- 
ciety, in perfect security. On this foun- 
dation has rested that excellent order, 
which the 
favoured in a good degree, to maintain 11 
aii its transactions; thisis the bond that | 


| the wisdom of God.” 


enjoy the tree exercise of its rights and 
privileges. And we think proper to re-~ 
mind you, that we have no new Gospel to 
preach; nor any other foundation to lay 
than that already laid, and proclaimed by 
our forefathers, even “ Christ within, the 
hope of Glory”—*the power of God and 
Neither have we 
any other system of discipline to propose, 
than that which we alteady possess, be- 
lieving that whilst we sincerely endeavour 
to live and walk consistentiy with our 
holy profession, and to administer it in 
the spirit of forbearance and love, it 
will be found sufficient for the government 
of the Church. And whilst we cherish a 


| reasonable hope to see our Zion, under 


the Divine biessing, ioosen herself “ from 
the bands of her neck,” and put on her 
strength, and Jerusalem her “beautiful 
gariments,” and our Annual and other As- 
semblies again crowned with that quie- 
tude and peace which become our Chris- 
tian profession ; we feel an ardent desire 
that in all our proceedings tending to this 
end, our conduct towards all our breth- 
ren may, on every occasion be marked 
with love and forbearance : that when re- 
viled we bless; when defamed we entreat; 
and when persecuted that we suffer it. 
Finally brethren, we beseech you, “by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you ; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together nthe 
same mind and in the same judgment.” 
And now, we “ commend you to God, and- 
to the Word of his Grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inher- 
itance among all them which are sancti- 


fied.” 


oe of Friends has been | 


Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
| Meeting, by 


| Comlu, 


Joshua Liphincott, 


i | 
| 
¢ 
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Robert Moore, John Hunt, | 
Wiiliam Mode, Stehhen Stehhens, 
Richard Barnard, Josefhh G. Rowland, 
John Watson, William Ibharton 


( Buckingham ) 


Having experienced, in the several sit- 
tings of this Conference, a comfortable 
evidence of Divine regard, imparting 
strength and encouragement to lock for- 
ward to another friendly meeting togeth- 
ev, this meeting agrees to adjourn to the 
first second day m the sixth month next, 
atten o’clock in the morning, at Green 
Street Meeting House, Philadelphia, if 
the Lord permit. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


In the last number of the Berean, I 
have read with interest, some remarks 
on the state of the Yearlv Meeting lately 
held in Philadelphia. With the facts and 
statements of the writer, and with his 
views on the subject generally, I can very 
fuliy accord—and yet I apprehend there 
are other grounds for the difficulty now 
subsisting amongst us, than “that ever 
distracting and disturbing subject, the 
doctrine of the Trinity.” My design in 
this communication is to shew that, inde- 
pendent of doctrinal subjects, there was 
sufficient cause of uneasiness—and that 
whilst these were the ostensible cause of 
contention, the true ground of it laid much 
_deeper. 

This opinion is derived from an obser- 
vation of the state of Society for more 
than thirty years, and from the best in- 
formation on the points of controversy 
that, by a close attention to the subject, I 
could obtain. As this is a very interest- 
ing concern, I feel persuaded the readers 
of the Berean will excuse me if I treat it 
a little in detail. 

The Society of Friends have always 
held, that a fractical conformity to the 
precepts and injunctions of Christ, is the 


divine natures. These curious distinc- 
tions, and ever fruitful sources of conten- 
tion, it has always, and almost unanimous- 
ly, left to be discussed by the letter-learn- 
ed Scribes, and formal Pharisees, of eve- 
ry age; content with the plain, simple, 
comprehensible truth, that “ whatsoever 
is to be known of God must be manifested 
to man by the Holy Spirit in the soul,”— 
and that the “grace of God which dring- 
eth salvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present 
world.” ‘The latter text so fully com- 
prehends the great fundamentals of our 
faith, that for more than one hundred and 
fifty years it has been emphatically styled 
“the Quaker’s text”! Holding the doc- 
trine that not the hearer of the word shall 
be justified, but the doer of it, they have 
chosen rather to avoid controversy on ab- 
struse, metaphysical subjects, than to en- 
ter a field in which, whether victorious or 
defeated, little benefit could accrue to 
mankind. 

Under these views, I can hardly sup- 
pose that either the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty or the doctrines rising out ef it, are the 
principal grounds of the present disturbed 
state ofthe Society. ‘That this is the pre- 
text I have admitted—and I have no 
doubt that many through external and 
foreign influence have been beguiled of 
their simplicity—and have embraced 
opinions founded on the irrational doctrine 
of a Trinity in the Divine nature ; having 
thus departed from the simplicity of our 
predecessors’ faith, they have lost that di- 
vine charity which is the badge of disci- 
pleship, have been prepared to enter the 
Arena of Controversy, and by violence to 
drive from their Society every dissenting 
brother. 

We are then left to seek for some more 
efficient causes of the present disturb- 
ance than those called doctrinal subjects. 


most iwportant mark of a true Christian; 
the principal test by which, on application 
for membership, the applicants are to be 
tried. It has never queried of them, whe- | 
ther they held the doctrine of the trinity, 
or anity of the Godhead; whether they 
believed in the distinct humanity of Christ, 


| These causes I will endeavour to point 
| out, as briefly as the nature of the case 
will admit. 

For the preceding ten or fifteen years, 
it has been obvious to the attentive ob- 
server, that there have been two parties 
in the Society, divided on very different 


or the hypostatic union of the human and 


principles from any that have been stated - 


CHURCH POWER. 


The one contending for a concentration 
of power, or ecclesiastical authority, ir 
the hands of a few, the other opposing 
them on the ground given by the Head of 
the Church—* One is your master, even 
Christ, and a!l ye are brethren.” The 
one, like “the princes of the Gentiles,” 
seeking to exercise lordship over the flock 
—the other, declaring that “he who 
would be great should be as he that 
serveth.” 

Whether the views on this subject, 
manifested on various occasions, by our 
trinitarian brethren, criginated wich them- 
selves, growing out of the strong propen- 
sity of our nature, the love of fower—or 
whether they were brought from the 
other side of the Atlantic, 1 will not pre- 
tend to determine. Educated, and living 


under a Government of a Monarchical, or | 


| 
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body, and partly by the Quarterly Meet- 
ings, is composed almost wholly of officers 
in the Society. If the love of authority 
were to make its appearance in any de- 
partment recognized by our discipline, we 
should expect to find it here. According- 
ly it appears that this committee has as- 
sumed the character of afrermanent body, 


or aristocratic branch oftheSociety. Un- 
_ der these high pretensions, it has refused 


to accept the delegates of a Quarterly 
Meeting which, by its constitution is tobe 
represented in it, and to compose a part 
of it—because that Quarterly Meeeting 
had exercised a constitutional right in dis- 


| missing two of its obnoxious representa- 


Aristocratic form—and where, by various | 
modifications of the Discipline, and by the | 


ascendency which rank and wealth give, 
a few of the Society exercise authority 
over the rest: our English Friends have 
generally 
centration of power in 
Within ten or twelve years a proposition 
was brought into our Yearly Meeting, 


cipline, throughout the Continent. Inor- 
der to effect this object, plausible in its 
nature, and calculated to catch the un- 
wary, it was proposed, that each Yearly 


been favourable to a con- | 
the Church, | 


tives, who had contradicted the body 
which they pretended to represent. 

To this meeting has been given the 
power to license the publication of Ori- 
ginal Works, on religious subiects ;—a 
power which has been so rigidly exer- 
cised that since its grant in 1771, a period 


_ of 56 years, it is believed that not half a 
_ dozen such publications have issued from 


the press by authority of this committee-— 
thus, instead of encouraging those who 
might be concerned to spread the views 


| and principles of the Society, this meet- 
having for its object, a uniformity of Dis- | 


ing has almost closed the avenue through 
which its enlightened members could ap- 


pear before the public. To this Meeting 


Meeting should send delegates toa Gen- | 


eral Convention, whose duty it should be | 


to form rules to govern the whole. This 


Country as a minister. It is easy to see 
that had this plan succeeded, the seven 
Yearly Meetings on this Continent, might 
have been governed by ten or twelve in- 
dividuals. And it is very remarkablethat 
nearly all of our trinitarian brethren, who 
now so strenuously pursue measures of an 
offensive character, were warm advocates 
of this measure. It was, however, de- 


-eated by the honesty and intrepidity of | 


the more discerning part of our members, 


and thus, fora little season, the Society — 


was left to its usual repose. 
The MEETING FoR SUFFERINGS, which 


1sa committee authorized by the Yearly | 
Meeting. and appointed partly by that | 


has also been committed the care of ezx- 
amining memorials concerning deceased 
members of the Society. But not content 
with the power to c.ramine, it has assumed 


aright to a/ter and abridge them, so that 
proposition was warmly advocated by ev- | 
ery English Friend then travelling in the | 


it produces inutilated extracts from the 
Official documents of the Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, and yet styles them 
the Memorials of the Meetings presenting 
them—thus violating its charter and sta- 
ting what isnot true. By this Charter it 
is expressly prohibited from meddling 


| with any matter of faith or Discipline 


not determined by the Yearly Meeting, 
yet heedless of the prohibition and regard- 
less of the peace of Society, it framed a 
Creed and produced it to the Yearly 
Meeting for its sanction—a Creed which 
would have brought thousands of our best 
members under the censure of an eccle- 
siastical estabhshment! Such has been 
the love of power in the members of this 
Mecting that they have often either secret- 
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ly or openly passed their prescribed lim 
its—travelling out of the way to exercise 
an authority never contemplated by the 
Yearly Meeting. 

It has been the practice of all our meet- 
ings for Discipline, never to adopt any 
measure without the general concurrence 
of those present—a few dissenting voices 
from the consistent members of a meet- 
ing, has ever been sufficient to dismiss, or 
postpone, any subject proposed for adop- 
tion—the Society always deeming the 
unity of the body more important to its 
welfare, than the prosecution of any 
scheme, however plausible or well de- 
vised. This rule, our trinitarian brethren 
have latterly thought proper wholly todis- 
regard. Under the notion that they were 
the “weighty part of Society,” and of 
course, the only proper judges, they have 
pushed their schemes oyer the heads of 
their brethren, in a manner which indica- 
ted no regard either to the established 
order of our Discipline, or to the harmo- 
ny of our religious meetings. 

Under this order of things, the great 
majority of the Yearly Meeting have suf- 
fered patiently for some years—hoping 
that time and reflection would convince 
their brethren of the injustice and impoli- 
cy of such measures. But a full opper- 
tunity for trial has shewn that the love 
of power, when once predominant, is not 
easily subdued—the comforts of social in- 
tercourse, and the harmony of religious 
society, have been deemed of little im- 
portance, when weighed in the balance 
against the gratification arising from the 
exercise of authority ! 

And now, in reference to our meetings 
for discipline, we may with grief and sor- 
row adopt the language of our Society, as 
expressed in the introduction to its for- 
mer Book of Discipline, where, speaking 
of the meetings of the primitive believers, 
it savs—*In succession of time, the sim- 
* plicity and good purpose of such meet- 
“ings declined, and a particular set of 


men, for worldly and carnal ends, as- 


“sumed an authority, exercising lordship 
* over the flock, observing the command 
“of our Lord so far only as to retain the 
“name of servants, when nothing was 
less in their view, pomp and power were 
“fassymed, and they made a distinction of 


“themselves by the aggrandizing name 
“of the peculiar heritage of God, [the 
“ weighty part of society] and then social 
“ good, and charity in mind and firactice 
“were very much Jost.” And we hum- 
bly hope, with reference to those who 
cannot submit to such an “ assumed pow- 
er,” it may in the language of that book, 
also be said—* As it hath pleased the 
“ Lord in these latter days, to call a peo- 
“ ple to frecdom, and from under that un- 
“qvarrantable yoke of bondage, so he hath 
“ been pleased to raise in the hearts of his 
“servants, that primitive love and good 
“will, which eminently distinguished his 
“disciples, wherein they have been per- 
“suaded and directed by his wisdom an¢é 
“ power, to have meetings established, for 
“like good purposes as in the primitive. 
“times, therein to worship him, and have 
“oversight, care, and compassion one 
“over another ; and to endeavour that alt 
“may walk humbly, decently, and honest- 
“ly, and be of one mind, as becomes the 
“servants and followers of our holy Lord.” 
BARCLAY. 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true freace and unity in 
the true church of Christ 


( Continued from p. 309 ) 


“1, That they doall things in love, see- 
ing all laws without love are tyranny ; 
and so, whatsoever is not from and for 
love, is not to be appointed ; and if it be, 
it is again to be abolished; seeing no text 
of the scripture itself, if it build not up 
love, is rightly interpreted. 

“2. They are to doall things for peace, 
and all outward orders in the church 
must be to procure, and to preserve peace 
among the faithful, and not to break it. 
They are most unhappy and pernicious 
orders, that do not only offend a few of 
Christ’s little ones, (which itself is a sad 
thing) but do grieve, disquiet and preju- 
dice the peace of the generality of the 
faithful. 

“3. They must do all things after the 
wisdom of the spirit, and not after the 
manner of the world: seeing the church 
is not to be ordered according to the man- 


| 

| | 
| 
| 

| 
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ner of the world, but rather against it; as 
the apostle saith, ‘Be not comformed to 
this world.’ 

“4. They must appoint nothing as of 
necessity; For there isno more pesta- 
lent doctrine in the church, than to make 
those things necessary that are not neces- 
sary: For thus the liberty of faith is ex- 
tinguished, and the consciences of men 
ensnared. We doubt not but believers 
may order any outward things for their 
ewn good, so they do not impose them 


necessarily on any ; as if the observing of | 
them were righteousness, and the omis- | 


sion of them sin. 


ter all its orders, is to leave indifferent . 


And so the church, af- | 


| yea, the spiritual church doth always ob- 
| serve them, and never made rules in it- 
self, upon other terms than are here set 
down. 

“ But on the contrary, thecarnal church 
or churches of men, they especially trou- 
ble themselves about these outward 
things; and of these they make laws, and 
constitutions, yea, sin and righteousness ; 
and by these things they judge the church 
and the members of Christ: In such 
| sort, that they that will submit to their 
rules and impositions, shall be the church 
of Christ ; but they that will not, shall be 


And 
hereby they declare, that thev are fallen 


| 


_ reckoned heretics and schismatics. 


things as it found them ; that is, free, and \ from the power of godliness, to the form, 


at the liberty of the faithful, to observe || and from the substance of religion, to the 
or not observe, as they shall see cause, or |, circumstances; inasmuch as they advance 
judge convenient. For all these kind of || empty forms and shadows, in the place of 


things are indifferent in their own nature ; | 


and God regards no more the manner, 
and form, &c. of our eating, and drinking, 
and working, and marrying, and trading ; 


for all which, it is sufficient, if they be | 
done in Christian wisdom and discretion, | 


without being tied necessarily to a set and 
unchangeable form. 


“5. They may persuade their orders | 
(if they see cause) by the spirit of love | 


and meekness, but must not enforce them 
upon pain of secular punishment, or 
church censure ; as those used todo, that 
made themselves lords and tyrants in the 
church. For these outward things the 
church can order, only for the willing, but 


not forthe unwiiling. And so, if some | 


believers shall think good, upon just 
srounds, to do otherwise in these outward 
things, than the generality of the church, 
yet ought the church to be so tar from 


censuring them, that it is to entertain || 


communion with them, notwithstanding 
any such differences. For when Chris- 
tians are knit to Christ, by faith, and do 
receive and walk in his spirit, all other 
things are indifferent to them, to door not 
to do, to use. or not to use, at their free- 
dom. And Christ only, being sufficient 
for all his; whatever is besides Christ, is 
a perishing thing; and so is so far from 
being to be imposed, that in itself it is not 
to be valued. 


“ Now if the church do appoint any out- 


ward orders, these rules it is to observe : 


_ fyigteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
, Holy And to these we may say 
| with Peter, ‘ Why tempt ye God, in put- 
| ting such a yoke upon the disciples and 


members of Christ 

| « And though this kind of church will, 
| with these things, still be troubling us, 
! and ‘ biting us by the heel,’ yet inthe pow- 
| er and prerogative of the seed of the wo- 
man, we will, by degrees, ‘bruise its 
, head,’ tll at last we break it quite in 

pieces. 

| Now one thing more, I shall add, 
_ touching the church’s power to appoint 
its own orders, as conceiving it very ne- 
cessary to be Known ; and that is this: 

«“ That the true church hath power to 
appoint these outward orders, not for it- 
self only, but also for its officers (which 
also are part of itself) and it is not to suf- 
fer its officers to frame or impose such 
| on it. For the church is not the officers, 
| but the officers are the church’s ; as Paul 
| has taught us, saying to the church, ‘ All 
‘| things are yours, whether Paul, or Apol- 
| los, or Cephas.’ And so the officers are 
| 


the church’s, and are to be ordered by it 
, in these things, but are not to order it. 
| And if the officers of the church, forget- 
| ting that they are servants, shall presume, 
| by themselves, to order outward things 
' for the church, without the church, as 
now is done; the church still remains 
| above the officers, and hath power to in- 
_ terpret, change. or wholly take away all 


— 
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those things, as it sees occasion : to wit, 
so far as they are a stumbling biock to the | 
weak, and a gricf to the strong, and tend | 
the faithful. 
Presumptuous officers ave they, and know 
got where Christ hath set them, who, in- 
stead ot being ordered by the church, go | 
about to order it, and make themselves | 
the lords of the church, being but the 


to work division amon 


servants of it. 


“3. The irue church hath power to choose 


its officers, and uf there be cuuse, to re- 
form them, or depose them. 


“ The church hath power to choose its 
own officers. True indeed it is, that as 
fn the natural, so in the spiritual body, ev- 
erv member is in office; and that the 


ministry ef the New Testament, being | 


the ministration of the spirit, is common 


to all that have received the = spirit. | 


Wherefore, if every believer hath receiv- 
ed the spiritto profit withal, and hath 


power and privilege, as opportunity | 
rerves, and necessity requires, to speak 


the word, that the power and virtue of 
Christ may be declared through them 
all; there is no doubt, but any communi- 
ty of Christians may, by a common con- 
sent, choose one or two more to speak to 
ail, in the name of all. Asgreeable to this 
is that of Paul: 2 Tim. ii. 2. where he 
commands ‘That the office of teaching 
be committed to taithful men, who are 
able to teach others.” Where the apos- 
tle, contemning all superfiueus ceremo- 
nies and pomp of ordaining, oniy seeks, 
that the ministers may be fit and able to 
teach, and without any more ado, com- 
mits the ministry of the word unto them. 


“ More particularly, in this matter, we 
sall inquire after these three things. 


“©1. What officers are to be chosen. 


“2. Out of whom they are to be chosen. 
And, 


“3. By whom they are to be chosen. 


“ For the first, What officers are to be 


. be the officers: so among spiritual meq 
in the church, they are fittest to be the of- 
ficers that have the most spiritual power, 
that is, such in whom Christ and the 
spirit are most manifest; and of this, the 
faithful of all sor.s are judges. Where- 
fore, no natural parts and abilities; nor 
| human learning and degrees in the schools 
or universities, nor ecclesiastical ordina- 
| tion or orders, are to be reckoned suffi- 
| cient to make any man a minister, but on- 
ly the teaching of God, and gifts received 
| ot Christ, by the spirit, for the work of 
the ministry, which the faithful are able 
| to discern and judge of. 


“ Reasons for the necessity of 
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“ The apostle utterly disclaims all self- 
sufficiency ; ‘ Not,’ saith he, ‘that we are 
sufficient of ourselves, to think any thing 
as of ourselves, but our sufficency is of 
, God, who also hath made us able minis- 
_tersof the New Testament, not of the 
letter, but of the Spirit; tor the letter 
kilicth, but the Spirit giveth life.’ 2 Cor. 
iii. 5,6. The virtue and excellency of 
/the Christian religion is justly ascribed 
tothe Holy Spirit. The same apostle 
declares, ‘We have this treasure in 
-earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God and not of us. 
Therefore Christ hath instituted no other 
worship under the New Covenant, but 
that which is performed in Spirit and in 
truth, and how can we perform this till 
we have a sense of the Spirit, and feel 


| the virtue of its influence engaging our 


souls in truth to this spiritual worship ? 
| And how can we attain this feeling, with- 
out patiently waiting in silence for its 
| powerful assistance ? 


“Tf the primitive Christians were of 


chosen. Paul teaches us this, saying, | 
* They must be faithful men, apt and able 
to teach others.” For as among natural 
men in the world, they that have most 


| themselves so insufficient to think any 


_ thing, or to point out to themselves their 
;, own line of duty according to the Divine 
| 


will, they certainly could not of them- 


hp | selves pray or preach to others consis- 
natural power and abilities, are fittest to | tent therewith, and therefore were oblig-. 


| 
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ed te » ot fer the renewals of light and 
ability from the Holy Spirit wherein 
their sufficiency was. If the case was 
such with them, is it less so with us? It 
certainly is not; for we are under the 
same dispensation, and altogether as in- 
sufficient of ourselves as they could be. 
It is therefore now as requisite for us as 
it could then be for them, to wait for Di- 
vine direction and help, to give us a true 
sense both of our state and duty, and to 
enable us to the performance of it; and 
how can we reasonably expect to receive 
the assistance of the Spirit, but by hum- 
bly watching, and waiting in silence for 


tion? That in which the mind is atten- 
tively waiting upon him in a profound 
and passive silence; or that wherein it is 
amused and busied with a multitude of 
words and ideas on various subjects? 
What avails praying or preaching with- 
out this communicated understanding ? 
Can it be any better than sounding brass, 
or a tinkling cymbal? When people 
presume to pray without a sense of their 
real wants, and confess a state to the om- 


-nicient Being they never truly felt, and 
also petition for those spiritual favours 


its appearance and operation in our souls? | 


“The heavenly influence of the Holy 
Spirit is the very life and glory of the 


gospel dispensation, and is now as surely | 


to be distinguished by experienced minds 
as it was in the primitive age ; else why 
was it promised to abide as the guide and 
leader of true believers? and why doth 
the apostle exhort, ‘to pray always with 
ali supplication in the Spirit, and to watch 
thereunto with all perseverence.’ Eph. 
vi. 18. 

“We read, that after the opening of 
the seventh seal, ‘there was silence in 
heaven about the space of half an hour.’ 


absurdity asto be made thie subject of 
ridicule, how came it to be found and al- 
lowed of in heaven? Was not the great 
God then obeyed, and adored there as 
profoundly as when they sang hallelu- 


jahs? If so, why should an awfal, silent | 


waiting upon him be treated, by any, as 
unprofitable and inconsistent with Divine 
worship? Why should any prefer the 
modes and forms their own hearts have 
devised, or ignorantly espoused, to a so- 


lemn, submissive waiting in silence, to | 


know the true state of the soul, and to 
receive the blessed counsel of the Spirit, 
before they proceed vocally to address 
the Dread of Nations, or presume to 
preach asin hisname, and declare any 
thing as his will, whose all-seeing eye is 
continually upon them ? 

“Elihu plainly expresseth, ‘ There is 
a Spirit in man, and the Inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth them understanding.’ 
Job, xxxil. 8. When isthe most likely 
kime to be made sensible of this inspira- 


and divine sensations they seek not to 
feel, do they not act as if they concluded 
he willaccept of an insincere devotion, 
and that he is not so jealous of his hon- 


our as the sacred writings declare he is? 


“ Besides the many scriptures in favour 
of a patient dependence upon, and silent 
waiting for the quickening power of the 
Spirit, to give us a true sense of our wants, 
and bring to our remembrance the great 


obligations we are under to the mercy 


and goodness of God, there is also a cloud 


of witnesses, who have experimentaily 
_ profited and edified much more in silence 


than they ever did before they were in 
the practice of it, who, I believe, can say 


} in truth and righteousness, that when the 
Rev. viii. 1. If silent worship is such an | 


just judgments of an effended God were 
heavy upon them fer transgression, and 


their tribulations were inexpressible, 


through strong heart-breaking convic- 
tions of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 


_and they lay groaning under it daily in 


great wretchedness, without finding any 
help or deliverance from all their own 
workings, their many and long prayers, 
and self-righteousness; then it pleased 
the merciful Redeemer to open a way 


for them gradually into humble stillness, 


and to reveal his Son in them, as the pre-. 
cious Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world. ‘This blessed discovery 
raised them out of their distresses, and 
enabled them to say, ‘ My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in 
God my Saviour; for he hath regarded 


_ the low estate of his servant.’ Luke i. 46, 


47,48. This inclined them to sit willing- 
ly athis feet in silence, and gladly to re- 
ceive his pouring forth of the wine and 
oil into their bleeding wounds, till he 
healed their backs!idings, and forgave 
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their transgressions. For, ‘if we confess 
our sins (from a real abhorrence of sin) 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.’ 1 John i. 9. Who can declare 
the sweet consolations such have felt, who 
believe in his name as sufficient to purge 
the conscience from dead works, and en- 
able them to serve him in newness of 
Wife? Truly, they have experienced that 
testimony of David fulfilled in their own 
hearts, ‘I waited patiently,’ saith he, ‘for 
the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and 
heard my cry. He brought me up out of 
an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and 
set my feet on a rock.’ Psal. xl. 1. 2. 
Thus they were brought out of darkness 
into light, and came to know, that where- 
as they had been spiritually blind, now 
by the grace of God, they had received 
their sight, and by this power of discern- 
ing, learn not to trust to themselves, or 
their own works, but attentively to watch, 
and silently to wait both to hear what the 
Spirit saith to the Churches, and what it 
requires of them in their own particulars, 
that by its heavenly power every thought 
might be brought into the obedience of 
Christ. Thus they have been taught, and 
do certainly know, that no man can come 


go the Father, but by him; nor that any 
can sufficiently see their own sins, truly 


repent, effectually cry for deliverance, or melts them into tears of unaffected con- 


Tejoice in his salvation, but as his saving 
power is exercised in them, and their 
minds become subjected thereunto. This 
is the power they have learned to wait 
for, and depend upon; in which depen- 
dent state, they meet with the Lord as a 


quickening Spirit, hear him instruct them 
with convincing clearness, and feel his | 
presence to impart fresh life and strength 
to their souls: for he still speaks in his 
spiritual manifestation, as he did in his 
dodily appearance, with divine authority, 
and as never man spoke, and is the Au- 
thor of eternal salvation to all that obey 
him. These can experimentally say, that | 
he is come to teach his people himself, 


and that he is made unto them wisdom, 


to direct their steps in the way tothe | 


kingdom ; righteousness, to clothe their | 
Spirits ; their sanctification, and complete | 
redemption; as they are concerned not | 


Qmy to receive him in the beginning as | 


their Lord and Saviour, but also to grow 
up and persevere in the power of the Spi- 
rit, earnestly desiring to be rooted and 
built up in its divine nature, and estab- 
lished in the true faith. The Lord alone 
can profitably apply the precious prom- 
ises to the poor soul, as he leads it through 
the various progressive states to which 
the promises belong; by whose guidance 
his faithful followers are brought to es- 
cape the corruptions that are in the world, 
and measureably to become partakers ot 
the divine nature. 

“Christ dwells in the hearts of these 
by faith, as the holy, powerful, appoint- 
ed Minister of the Sanctuary and true 
Tabernacle which God hath pitched, and 
not man. He not only teacheth infallibly 
and convincingly, but also raiseth a hun- 
ger and thirst after a closer union with 
himself, and a fuller possession and en- 
joyment of his everlasting righteousness. 
Those who have attained this experience, 
cannot but esteem the time well spent in 
silently waiting for his instruction what 
to pray for, and that he may open their 
understandings to discern their present 
duty, and how to apply the sacred wri- 
tings to real profit, and also to commem- 
orate what great things he has merciful- 


‘ly done for their needy souls, both with- 


out and within them. This frequently 


trition, and humble gratitude; in which 
state they can adore his goodness, and put 
up their petitions without a prayer-book, 
and often without any vocal sound; for 
he is then known to be in his temple, and 
the earthly part is in perfect silence be- 
fore him. What sober person, who con- 


| siders how awtul a thing it is to worship 


the great Jehovah in Spirit and Truth, 
can lightly censure or disapprove of such 
a silent dependence on his power, to help 
the poor creature under its manifold in- 
firmities? ‘ Rest in the Lord,’ saith Da- 
vid, or, as in the margin, ‘ Be silent to the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him—Wait 
on the Lord ; be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart. Wait, J 
say, on the Lord.’ Ps. xxxvii. 7. and 
xxvii. 14. 

“RosperT in his 
for the true Christian Divinity, as held 


' forth by the people called Quakers, hes 


| 
| 


—— 


wrote so clearly on the subject in his 
cleventh proposition, that a few quota- 
tions from this author may serve to il- 
lustrate the foregoing reasons, and con- 
frm the testimonies of many experimen- 
tal witnessess on the subject and profita- 
bleness of solemn silence. 

“In his proposition on Worship in 
& VI. he has these remarks: ‘ We judge 
it the duty of all to be diligent in the as- 
sembling of themselves together, and 
when assembled, the great work of one 
and all ought to be to wait upon God ; 
and returning out of their own thoughts 
and imaginations, to feel the Lord’s pre- 
sence, and know a gathering into his name 
indeed, where he is in the midst, accord- 
ing to his promise. And as every one is 
thus gathered, and so met together in- 
wardly in their spirits, as well as out- 
wardly in their persons, there the secret 


| pe 


power and virtue of life is known to re- 
fresh the soul, and the pure motions and 


breathings of God’s Spirit are felt to arise, | 


from which, as werds of declaration, 
prayers, or praises arise, the acceptable 
worship is known, which edifies the 
Church, and is well-pleasing to God. 
And no man here limits the Spirit of God, 
nor bringeth forth his own conned or 


gathered stuff; but every one puts that | 


forth which the Lord puts into their 
hearts: Andit is uttered forth not in man’s 
will and wisdom, but in the evidence and 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 
Yea, though there be not a word spoken, 
yet is the true spiritual worship perform- 
ed, and the body (or Church) of Christ 
edified ; yea, it may, and hath often fallen 
out among us, that divers meetings have 
past without one word ; and yet our souls 
have been greatly edified and refreshed, 
and our hearts wonderfully overcome 
with the secret sense of God’s powerand 
Spirit, which, without words, hath been 
ministered from one vessel to another. 
This is indeed strange and incredible to 
the mere natural and carnally minded 
man, who will be apt to judge all time 
lost where there is not something spoken 
that is obvious to the outward senses ; and 
therefore I shall insist a little upon this 
subject, as one that can speak from a cer- 
tain experience, and not by mere hear- 


“ty. of this wonderful and glorious dis- | 
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nsation: which hath so much the more 
of the wisdom and glory of God init, as 
it iscontrary to the nature of man’s spir- 
it, will, and wisdom.’ 

“ He also in § VII. on silent waiting on 
God, expresses himself thus: ‘ For many 
thus principled, meeting together in the 
pure fear of the Lord, did not apply 


| themselves presently to speak, pray, or 


sing, &c. being afraid to be found acting 
torwardly in their own wills, but each 
made it their work to retire inwardly to 
the measure of grace in themselves, not 
only being silent as to words, but even 
abstaining from all their own thoughts, 
imaginations, and desires; so watche 
ing ina holy dependence upon the Lord, 
and meeting together not only outward- 
ly in one place, but thus inwardly in one 
Spirit, and in one name of Jesus, which 
is his power and virtue, they come there- 


| by to enjcy and feel the arisings of this 


life, which, as it prevails in each particu 
lar, becomes as a flood of refreshment, 
and overspreads the whole meeting: For 
man, and man’s part and wisdom, being 
denied and chained down in every indi- 
vidual, and God exalted, and his grace in 
dominion in the heart; thus his name 
comes to be one in all, and his glory 
breaks forth, and covers all; and there is 
such a holy awe and reverence upon eve- 
ry soul, that if the natural part should 
arise in any, or the wise part, or what is 
not one with the life, it would presently 
be chained down and judged out. And 
when any are, through the breaking forth 
of this power, constrained to utter a sen- 
tence of exhertation or praise, or ta 
breathe to the Lord in prayer, then all 
are sensible of it; for the life in them an- 
swers to it, as in water, face answereth to 
face. This is that divine and spiritual 
worship, which the world neither know- 
eth nor understandeth, which the vul- 
ture’s eye seeth not into. Yet many and 
great are the advantages which my soul, 
with many others, hath tasted of hereby, 


' and which would be found of all such as 


would seriously apply themselves here- 


unto: For, when people are gathered 
| thus together, not merely to hear men, 
nor depend upon them, but ad/ are in 
wardly taught to stay their minds upiot 


the Lard, and wait for his appearance ™ 
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their hearts ; (1sa. x. 20, and 26, 3,) there- 
by the forward wording of the spirit of 
man is stayed and hindered from mixing 
itself with the worship of God.’-—— 
“In§ XV. after having described the 
true worship in Spirit established by 
Christ, and clearly proved the necessity 
and advantage of it, he proceeds thus: 
‘He hath also instituted an inward and 
sfiritual worship : So that God now tieth 
not his people to the ‘Temple of Jerusa- 
lem, nor yet unto outward ceremonies and 
observations ; but taketh the heart of 
every Christian fora Temple to dwell in; 
and there immediately appeareth, and 
giveth him directions how to serve him 
in any outward acts. Since, as Christ 
argueth, ‘ God is a Spirit,’ he will now be 
worshipped in the Spirit, where he re- 
veals himself, and dwelleth with the ‘con- 
trite in heart.’ Now, since itis the heart 
of man that now is become the Zemple 
of God, in which he will be worshipped, 
and no more in particular outward ‘Tem- 
ples (since, as blessed Stephen said, out 
of the prophet, to the professing Jews of 
old, The Most High dwelleth not in tem- 
ples made with hands,) as before the 
glory of the Lord descended to fill the 
outward temple, it behoyed to be purified 


and cleansed, and all polluted stuff re- | 


moved out of it; yea, andthe place for 
the tabernacle was overlaid with gold, 


the most precious and cleanest of metals ; i 


so also before God be worshipped in the | 
inward temple of the heart, it must also | 
be purged of its own filth, and all its own 
thoughts and imaginations, that so it may 
be fit to receive the Spirit of God, and to 


be actuated by it. And doth not this di- | 
rectly lead us to that inward silence, of | 


which we have spoken, and exactly 
pointed out? And further, this worship | 
must be in J'ruth ; intimating that this 
spiritual worship, thus actuated, is only | 
and properly a true worship.’ 

“<* Franciscus Lambertus,’ 


eth well, Tract. 5. Prophecy, Chap. 3 

saying, Where are they now that glory | 
in their inventions, who say, A fine inven- | 
tion! A fine invention! Zhis they caél in- 


vention, which themselves have made | exposition, ought to be left tothe dic- 


| tates of the Holy Spirit. See the whoie 


, section, inR. B.’s Apology.” 


up; but what have the faithful todowith 
such kind of inventions? I+ is not fie- 


as quoted | 
by Robert Barclay, in §. XVIII. * speak- 


ments, nor yet inventions, that we will 
have, but things that are solid, invincible, 
eternal, and heavenly; not which men 
have invented, but what God hath re- 
vealed. For if we believe the scriptures, 
our invention profiteth nothing, but to 
provoke God to our ruin. And after- 
wards,* Beware (saith he) that thou de- 
termine not precisely to speak what be- 
fore thou hast meditated, whatsoever it 
be; for thongh it be lawful to determine 
the text which thou art to expound, yet 
not at all the interpretation ; lest if thou 
so dost, thou take from the Holy Spirit 
that which is his, to wit, to direct thy 
speech, that thou mayest prophecy in the 
name of the Lord, void of all learning, 
meditation, and experience, and as if thou 
hadst studied nothing at all, committing 
thy heart, thy tongue, and thyself wholly 
unto his Spirit, and trusting nothing to 
thy former studying or meditation; but 
saying with thyself, in great confidence 
of the divine promise, ‘The Lord will 
give a word with much power unto those 
| that preach the gospel.’ But, above all 
things, be careful thou follow not the 

manner of hypocrites, who have written 
| almost word for word what they are to 
| say, as if they were to repeat some verses 
| upon a theatre, having learned all their 
| preaching as they do that act tragedies. 
And afterwards, when they are in the 


place of prophecying, pray the Lord to 
| direct their tongue, but in the mean 
H time, shutting up the way of the Holy 
H Spirit, they determine to say nothing but 
| what they have written; O unhappy 
| kind of Prophets, yea, and truly cursed, 
1 which depend not upon God’s Spirit, but 
| upon their own writings or meditation! 
| Why prayest thou to the Lord, thou 
| false prophet, to give thee his Spirit, by 
| which thou mayest speak things profita- 
ble, and yet thou repellest the Spirit? 
Why preferest thou thy meditation or 
study to the Spirit of God? Otherwise 
| why committest thou not thyself to the 
. || Spirit ” 


\| 


“* Tt is not intended by us to adopt the 
sentiment of a liberty to determine or 
|| Choose the text; that, as well as the 


| 
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“§ XXII. That there is a necessity of 
this inward retirement of the mind as 
previous to prayer, that the Spirit may 
be felt to draw thereunto, as necessary to 
go before, as Matt. xxiv. 42. Mark xiii. 
33, and xiv. 38. Luke xxi. 56. from 
which it is evident, that this watching 
was to go before frayer. New to what 
end is this watching, or what is it, but a 
waiting to feel God’s Spirit, to draw unto 
frrayer, that so it may be done accepta- 
bly? For since we are to ‘pray always 
in the Spirit,’ (Eph. vi. 18.) and cannot 
pray of ourselves without it, acceptably, 
this watching must be for this end re- 
commended to us, as preceding prayer, 
that we may watch and wait for the sea- 
sonable time to pray, which is when the 
Spirit moves thereunto.” 


LONDON YEARLY EPISTLE 
FOR 1705. 


“ Dear and truly beloved Brethren,— 
We heartily salute you in the tender love 
of our heavenly Father, which we enjoy 
in his beloved Son Jesus Christ ; earnest- 
ly desiring and breathing unto him, who 
is the author and founder of all our mer- 
cies, that he may replenish you with his 
divine goodness, and continue and multi- 
ply his tender mercies and blessings, in 
spiritual things, unto his church and peo- 
pieevery where. 


“ Dear Brethren,—Our most gracious 
God having owned and manifestly blessed 
this our Yearly Meeting, to our great sat- 
isfaction and comfort, by the renewed 
sense of his blessed power and presence, 
we glorify and praise his holy name, for 
his continued goodness, and unspeakable 
loving-kindness unto us his people: and 
do humbly pray God to preserve us all 
sincere and faithful unto him, and in love 
and peace among ourselves; so that no 
occasion of offence may be given by any, 
to provoke him to withdraw his kindness 
or mercies from us. 

“ And now, dear friends, brotherly 
leve we give you to understand, that we 
have received, as well by Friends and 
brethren from the several counties in 
England and Wales, and from Ireland, as 


by epistles from divers foreign parts, (viz. 
Scotland, Ireland, Holland, New-England, 
Long-Island, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Antigua, Bardadoes, and Jamaica,) and 
by the verbal relations of several faithful 
brethren, who have lately travelled and 
laboured in the work of the gospel in 
those parts, and in Carolina, Bermudas, 
Nevis, Fredrickstadt, and some parts of 
Germany, such good accounts of the pro- 
gress and prosperity of truth, and Friends’ 
love and unity, as have been very refresh- 
ing to this our Yearly Meeting. 

“The sufferings which Friends at 
present remain under, are mostly on ac- 
count of tithes, and those called church- 
rates; on which accounts there remain 
twenty-seven prisoners, notwithstanding 
thirteen have been discharged since last 
year. And we find the value of what our 
Friends in England and Wales have suf- 
fered on these qccounts this last year, 
amounts to four thousand pounds and up- 
wards. There are also divers Friends 
still under prosecution for the same testi- 
mony. 

“ Andit is tenderly advised that Friends 
be careful to stand faithful in their an- 
cient testimony: and to keep exact ac- 
counts of their sufferings for the same. 
And when any suffering, requiring a 
speedy care for relief, is written of to Lon- 
don it is desired the case may be truly and 
fully stated, dated, and subscribed by the 
sufferer ; and, (as often as can be) attest- 
ed by some known Friend. 

“It is also advised and desired, that in 
all Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, 
Friends take great care to manage the af- 
fairs of truth in a calm, meek and gentle 
spirit ; without heats, discord and conten- 
tion: ‘For if any scem to be contentious, 
we have no such custom in the church of 
God.’ 1 Cor. xi.16. And the apostle’s 
advice also was, ‘that nothing should be 
done through strife or vain-glory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves; and do all things 
without murmering or disputings.’ Phil. 
ii, 3,14. Which apostolical counsel and 
good order we desire may be kept to, and 
carefully observed. 

“ And as it has been frequently advised 
that Friends should diligently keep their 
week-day meetings; we desire that ald 
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especially such as are esteemed elders, 
may be exemplary therein. 

“If any difference is depending, or shall 
arise, between any persons professing 
truth amongst us, it is advised and desir- 
ed, that effectual care,in the wisdom of 
God, may be taken by Friends of the 
meeting or meetings to which such per- 
sons belong, to put a fulf and speedy end 
thereunto; as has been formerly advised, 
particularly in the year 1697. 

“ And torasmuch as many inconvenien- 
ces have happened through the neglect of 
some Friends not making their wills; as 
well as by others, in making them in such 
manner (by unnecessary matter and im- 
proper expressions) as hath created much 
trouble, dispute and reficction, after their 
decease ; it is therefore thought fit to re- 
peat the advice of the Yearly Meeting in 
1703, which is as followeth ; viz. 

** And knowing how quickly many are 
removed by death, it is also weightily re- 
commended, according to former advice, 
that all Friends, in the time of health, and 
strength of judgment, take care to make 
taeir wills firmly, and to dispose of their 
substance, as in justice and wisdom may 
be to their satistaction.’ 

“It being a principal part of our ancient 
Christian testimony, ‘do justly ; to keepa 
conscience void of offence towards God 
and all men ; and to give no offence to Jew 
or Gentile, nor yet to the church of 
Christ ;? we thercfore tenderly desire and 
exhort all Friends to set their affairs in 
order betimes, and clear themselves, ac- 
cording to truth, in the sight of God and 
men, in all respects, before their days are 
ended ; that they may leave a good re- 
port and sweet savour behind them. 

« And since the Lord’s good providence 
has so far blessed Friends, as to give them 
favour with the government; it is desired 
that Friends would continue with all hu- 
tility to walk worthy ofthat mercy ; and 
improve the same, by a gentle and peac- 
able conversation towards all men, in 
their respective places of abode. 

“ And now, dear Friends; as truth, in 
all the branches ef its holy testimony, is 
diligently to be regarded and observed ; 
dy which we, as a people, have been dis- 
tinguished from the rest of the professors 
Christianity ; go it js qur earnest desire, 


that above all things, Friends, ‘hold fer- 
vent charity in the body ;’ and that will 
keep the members together in a blessed 
concordand communion: which isesteem- 
ed by the apostle ‘the more excellent way ;’ 
excelling other gifts, which pass away : 
‘But Charity (that is, the love of God, 
from which our Christian and brotherly 
affection to and for one another springs) 
shall endure forever.’ This‘ envieth not, 
vaunteth not, boasteth not itself, and seek- 
not its own.’ But is patient ; beareth al 
things; suffereth all things; aud watch- 
eth not with an evil eye: no; nor think- 
eth ill; but is kind. In which blessed 
love, dear Friends, hold your fellowship 
one with another; which was the charac- 
ter of the primitive Christians. And 
blessed be the Lord, it hath been said by 
many in this our day, in favour of our holy 
profession, ‘ Look how they love one ano- 
ther!’ In which the Lord preserves us 
all! For since ‘God is love, and they 
who dwell in love, dwell in God,’ they 
dwell in that wherein the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus are enjoyed; and where 
first Christians sat and dwelt, and the 
children of the light in our days do sit and 
dwell also; where all evil jealousies, en- 
vying, strife, self seekings, and self-exalt- 
ings, are excluded ; and instead thereof. 
the elders watch tenderly over the flock 
of God, using the authority that truth has 
given them in the church with much 
meekness; and the younger behave 
themselves with much humility and fear; 
according to the apostle’s admonition, 1 
Tim. v. 1 Pet. v. And the members of 
the whole body, by a tender condescen- 
sion to one another, and a due subjection 
to Christ, their holy head, edify the same 
in love totheend. Which the Lord God 
of all our mercies preserve and increase 
more and more, by his blessed spirit and 
power, among his people ! 

Signed in behalfof the said meeting, by 
BENJAMIN BEALING. 


MISCELLANIA. 


“ Bible in Constantinofle—A certain 
‘Vincent Coressi,’ at Constantinople, sty- 
ling himself ‘ Vicar Apostolical in the Pa- 
triarchate of Constantinople,’ &c. &c. has 
issued his Circular, dated May, 19, 1826, 
ordering all Catholics, who are in posses 
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sion of Biblical Works, to deliver them | 


which will not only inform and teach, but 


up to him within eight days, ‘on pain of / reform and compel to do, and that by the 


excommunication, fulmimated by the Su- | 


reme Pontiff, Leo XII. happily reigning.’ | 
Fhe same term of eight days is also fixed 
for delivering up ‘other prohibited books,’ 
for the reading of which, liberty has not 
been granted by the Holy See, ‘that they 
may be consigned to the flames merited 


power of love, for, saith the apostle, ‘the 
righteous are a law to themselves.” [ 
will warrant you, ye may turn this man 
loose, ye need never fear him. 

“ And beloved! this is the service in- 
deed, this is the service God loves; he 


by such infected and pestilential works, 
which deprave and corrupt the world.’ 
And all ‘Reverend Parish Priests, Mis- 
sionaries, and Confessors, are commanded, 
that in confession, they interrogate their | 
enitents, whether they possess such | 
ks; and that th 
LUTION, till the books are givenup!?” | 
h. Register. 


Religion without selfishness. 


} 

“True it is, while we are in this world- 

ly sanctuary, being gotten no farther, we 

may do many external good actions, as to | 

ourselves and other men; and also good 
in themselves, and be very conversant, 

strict, and devout in all religious outward 

duties; but they are not done for this | 

end, to shew forth the virtues of him, | 


loves a cheertul giver; he cannot abide 
that which cometh forced, unnatural and 


| grudgingly, like a forced, imposed task, 


that by sinister respects they must be 
held to it; but I say, this man needs no 
| such thing; but turn him loose at all 
' turns, he hath an informer and a reform- 


do not grant aBso- | erin him. ‘Those that are led by the 


Spirit, are not under the law,’ Gal. v. 18, 


_ but under grace, and under the power of 


love, and afree mind; for the law is not 


| made tor a righteous man, but for the 
| lawless and disobedient. 


This man is no 
longer under the law, but is dead to the 
law, that he may live to God and not un- 
to himself; for self is (in him) conquered 
and dead, and Christ now is alive and 
exalted, and set in his throne to reign for 
ever and ever.” 


that has called them, nor to glorify their | 


rify themselves, and to set up themselves, | 
either for praise or esteem, or else for |, 
fear of hell, or judgments, or for hope of | 
advantage, or reward, &c. They ‘serve 
not God for nought,’ as the Devil said of | 
Job, ch. 1.9; not for love of holiness, not 
tor that mean that is in its self, but |, 
to get something by Tt 
suently, it is true, but it isas mendo a 
bridge, to carry them over to some de- 
sired place, to some self-happiness or ad- 
vantage, they have propounded to them- 
selves, they may get to this same Hea- 
ven that 1s so talked of, but very little | 
known; and were it not for these, the | 
man were dead, and you should find, if , 
the heart were searched thoroughly, and 
that these ends, these hopes and fears | 
were removed, the man would stand | 
stone-still ; but the other man, he who is | 
ascended and gotten within the vail, he | 
works freely and naturally, for love to | 
holiness, and he cannot do otherwise ; | 
though there were neither fear of hell or | 
inishment, or hope of the reward, yet | 
e must work, and he will work, and he | 
cannot but work, and that for the love of 
oodness. This is, that I still say: Let | 
ut the heart be set to rights, let the | 
man be regenerate, and be but a parta-— 
ker of the divine nature, and then with | 
such a man you need not keep such a stir | 


“Slavery in this state is to cease on the 


Father that is in Heaven, but it is to glo- | 4th of July next, and preparations are 


making by people of colour, in various 
parts of the state, for celebrating the 
event onthe 5th, asa jubilee. Thus we 
see one more day is to be added to the al- 
ready too numerous catalogue, by which 


| Intemperance, one of the greatest banes 


with which mankind hasever beencursed, 


it. They use it fre- is greatly promulgated and encouraged. 


We could dwell on this subject for a great 
length, but weturn from it with a sad, 
sickening thought, and barely request that 
such as may betempted to taste of the 
intoxicating draught will stop andenquire, 
why am I so silly as todestroy my const- 
tution and mental faculties with such pal- 
try pottage ?”—[ Rochester dibum. 


“ Extract from a sheech of C. Miner, ¢ 
member of Congress, relative to the do- 
mestic slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


“The federal prisons, and their keep- 
ers, were extensively used for the purpose 
of carrying on the domestic slave trade. 
Last winter, said Mr. M. I went through 
the cells of the prison, and I will mention 
an instance of its occupation, that was 
presented tome. ‘There was a woman in 
a cell, with three children, one an infant, 
all for sale. I was afterwards informed 
that she was the wife ofa treeman, who 


pot do, with laws and precepts, rules | 
a 


disciplines. He hath that within him © 


had by her nine children. Asthey grew. 


to an age to be profitable in market, the 
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children were sold ,—now the woman had 
arrived at a time of life to be no longer 
valuable as a breeder, she and her chil- | 
dren were separated from her husband, | 
and sent to your prison for sale—your of- | 
ficer who keeps it, being employed as the | 
azent. Another instance was stated to | 
me yesterday, in a way that seemed enti- | 
tied to credit—that a free coloured man | 
was taken up under tne law, and impris- | 
oned. Ignorant, poor, friendless, he found | 
it difficult to prove his freedom, and lay in 
jail, in so miserable a situation, that his | 
egs were frozen; that when liberated, he 

had to walk on his knees, being a cripple 

for life. In addition to all this, Mr. MI. 
said that there are places in the District, 
by some called Pens, where the slave 
dealers gathertogether gangs of slaves, 
and then fasten them by a long chain, 
runaing between the pairs, and to this 
they are handcuffed, right and left, and so 
driven off, ten, twenty, and thirty in a 
drove. The number passing the bridge 
in the year was said to have amounted to 
hundreds. It was in truth the case, that, 
owing to the total neglect of this subject, 
by the only power having authority to 
remédy the evils, this had become the 
head quarters of the domestic slave- 


*rade.”’ 
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CHRIST STILLING THETEMPEST | 


BY MRS. HEMANS. 


“ But the ship was now inthe midst of 
the sea, tossed with waves ; fur the wind | 
was contrary.” Mat.xiv. | 


Fear was within the tossing bark, | 
When stormy winds grew loud; | 

And waves came rolling high and dark, 
And the tall mast was bow’d. | 


And men stood breathless in their dread, | 
And baffled in their skill— 

But One was there, who rose and said, 
To the wild sea, ‘Be still!” 


And the wind ceas’d—it ceas’d! that 
word 
Pass’d through the gloomy sky ; 
The troubled billows knew their Lord, 
And sunk beneath his eye. 


And slumber settled on the deep, 


And silence en the blast, 


As when the righteous falls asleep, 
When death’s fierce throes are past. 


Thou that didst rule the angry hour, 
And tame the tempest’s mood— 

Oh! send thy spirit forth in power, 
O’er our dark souls to brood ! 


Thou that didst how the billow’s pride, 
Thy mandates to fulfil — 

Speak, speak to passion’s raging tide, 
Speak and say—* Peace, be still !” 
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